


Peter Palermo
Executive Director

Dear Friend,

Thank you for your interest and support of The Sheldon. This past fiscal year, ending June 30, 
2024, was extraordinary, filled with creativity, connection, and growth. Together, we celebrated the 
power of music and art to inspire, educate, and strengthen our community. 

The Sheldon has been at the heart of St. Louis’s creative community, bringing world-class 
concerts, provocative visual arts exhibitions, and robust education offerings to our neighbors. 
With over 300 events each year, it would be impossible to name them all here, but highlights 
include a stunning season opening performance by Rhiannon Giddens, Brian DePauli’s exhibition 
of large landscapes that engulfed you into his world, the launch of our new STEAM initiative—
Sheldon Sound Studio—and so much more.

About 100,000 people visit our spaces each year, creating a meaningful impact. The Sheldon 
strives to make each visit a memorable experience because we believe the arts have the potential 
to inspire, heal, nurture, and unite. We work tirelessly to ensure that everyone has a chance to take 
part in the conversation and inspiration that The Sheldon provides.

None of this would be possible without you. Your support allows The Sheldon to remain a 
welcoming space for all, offering music, art, and education to our community. Every contribution 
is a vote of confidence in our mission and a commitment to making St. Louis a more vibrant and 
connected metropolitan area.

Thank you for being an essential part of our Sheldon family. We look forward to creating more 
memorable experiences together in the year ahead.



The Sheldon continually strives to provide a culturally rich experience for all. We pair the 
concert calendar and art exhibitions with exceptional programming to enhance our community's 
understanding of and appreciation for the work. We are pleased to share and celebrate some 
highlights of our 23-24 Season of Curiosity. Thank you for being an integral part of all that we do.
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CONCERTS

In 2023-2024, The Whitaker World Music Concert Series continued to surprise and delight. 
Constantly pushing musical boundaries, banjo legend Béla Fleck teamed up with tabla 
master Zakir Hussain, and double bass virtuoso Edgar Meyer. Blending the sounds of 
bluegrass for Fleck, Indian classical music for Hussain, and Western classical music for Meyer 
created a playful synergy that electrified the hall. One of the highlights was the addition 
of Rakesh Chaurasia, who plays bansuri, an Indian bamboo flute. The pre-show curtain talk 
featured the musicians who graciously shared their collaboration process.

Concert | The Sheldon | 2023

Pre-Show Curtain Talk | The Sheldon | 2024 Béla Fleck | The Sheldon | 2023
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An acoustic treasure in the heart of St. Louis’ Grand Center Arts District, The Sheldon invites 
audiences to experience renowned musicians worldwide in our historic and intimate 700-seat 
concert hall. The Sheldon hosts more than 30 concerts each season across five unique series, plus 
a variety of special concerts. The season is carefully curated to ensure that audiences experience 
artists representing a variety of genres, including jazz, folk, world, classical, and other music.
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GALLERIES

Pattie Chalmers’ Mudmaid Museum exhibition invited us to explore folklore and legends 
that blur the lines between myth and reality. Chalmers created a museum of catfish-like 
beings, referred to as “Mudmaids,” believed to exist in the Mississippi River in the distant 
past. This concept of a museum within a gallery played with definitions of fact and fiction, 
featuring "artifacts" like books, woodcarvings, photographs, rag dolls, diaries, letters, and 
whisker oil bottles, all created by Chalmers. The exhibition appealed to visitors of all ages; 
we created a student-centric experience where, after seeing the exhibition, students were 
invited to discuss ideas around folklore, myths, and the role of museums today, and worked 
in groups to create their own mythical creatures.  

Pattie Chalmers: Mudmaid Museum | The Sheldon | 2023-2024

Fall Gallery Opening | The Sheldon | 2023 Fall Gallery Opening | The Sheldon | 2023
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Our galleries feature artists from around the world and showcase regional emerging artists in two 
free exhibits each year. We seek to highlight new and often unheard voices in and outside the St. 
Louis community to offer inspiration and start thoughtful conversations.
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EDUCATION

Las Cafeteras presented an exuberant, bilingual concert to a sold-out school audience, 
many with Hispanic populations in the student body. The Day of the Dead show captivated 
students' imaginations with costumes, dance, technology, and traditional and new music. 
Band leaders Hector Flores and Denise Carlos decoded symbolism in the ofrenda and 
traditions from their Mexi-Cali backgrounds. Participating schools noted the remarkable 
experience their students had experiencing their culture being represented and celebrated 
on stage. 

Las Cafeteras | The Sheldon | 2023

Community Ofrenda | The Sheldon | 2023Las Cafeteras | The Sheldon | 2023
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The Sheldon is dedicated to making music education accessible to all students in St. Louis and 
beyond. We offer a broad portfolio of programs that impact over 30,000 students annually 
through live music, in-school programs, and hands-on musical direction. Our education programs 
include one-of-a-kind educational concerts, our resident All-Star Chorus, STEAM programs 
delivered directly to schools, and the instrument donation program that supplies refurbished 
instruments to schools throughout the region.
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COMMUNITY

The Sheldon piloted a new program-“Fan Club”  -designed to engage the community in a 
deeper cultural understanding tied to the artists on our stage.  The performances of Cuban 
musicians Pedrito Martinez and Eliades Ochoa (of Buena Vista Social Club fame) inspired an 
evening we called “Buena Vista Fan Club”that highlighted Cuban culture. People of all ages 
gathered in The Sheldon’s ballroom to enjoy Cuban cuisine from locally-owned Havana’s 
restaurant, dance lessons in salsa and cha-cha-cha, and music from Gypsy Social. Fan Club 
attendees reported that the event was community-building and joyful.

Pedrito Martinez | The Sheldon | 2023
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The Sheldon welcomes everyone in our community to experience arts and culture. From free 
family day events that engage people of all ages in music and visual art to Fan Club events that 
explore other cultures to artist talks and curtain talks, we seek opportunities to bring people 
together and inspire lifelong learning. 



FINANCIAL DATA
BALANCE SHEET
ASSETS

Cash
Investments
Receivables
Promises To Give (Short Term)
Inventory
Prepaid Expenses
TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS
Property and Equipment (Net)
Promises To Give (Long Term)
Right of Use Assets - Operating Leases
Assets Restricted for Permanent Investment
TOTAL ASSETS

LIABILITIES

Current maturities of long-term debt
Current portion of operating lease liabilities
Payables & Accrued Expenses
Advance Deposits & Deferred Revenue
TOTAL CURRENT LIABILITIES
Operating Lease Liabilities
Long-Term Debt
TOTAL LIABILITIES

NET ASSETS

Without Donor Restrictions
With Donor Restrictions
TOTAL NET ASSETS

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS

6/30/2024

$ 3,768,789
$ 1,822,378
$ 87,073
$ 521,849
$ 31,858
$ 67,424
$ 6,299,371
$ 12,106,907
$ 515,465
$ 16,948
$ 1,066,690
$ 20,005,381

$ 45,606
$ 8,767
$ 238,917
$ 220,016
$ 513,306
$ 8,181
$ 0
$ 521,487

$ 13,187,557
$ 6,296,337
$ 19,483,894

$ 20,005,381

REVENUE & EXPENSE STATEMENT
REVENUE 6/30/2024

Endowment Interest & Other
TOTAL REVENUE $ 4,511,932

EXPENSES

Sheldon Programs
Administration
Development

$ 3,270,599
$ 658,601
$ 581,977

*Note - Expenses include Loss on Disposal of Property
TOTAL EXPENSES $ 4,511,177

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS $ 755

REVENUE

EXPENSES

Parking & Other

Ticket Sales

Individual Contributions

Benefit Events

Foundations

Corporations

Government/Agencies

Community Events

14%

28%

11%

2%

16%

5%

3%

21%

Sheldon Programs

Administration

Development

72%

15%

13% 8

EARNED REVENUE
     Ticket Sales     $ 1,220,083
     Community Rentals, Beverage, Parking $ 1,139,060
CONTRIBUTED REVENUE
     Individuals $ 356,179
     Corporations $ 142,484
     Foundations
     Government/Agencies
     Special Events

$ 609,783
$ 132,501
$ 485,275
$ 426,567



DONORS
WITH GRATEFUL APPRECIATION WE THANK OUR 
2023-2024 INDIVIDUAL DONORS
JULY 1, 2023 - JUNE 30, 2024

$25,000+
Sue and Irl Engelhardt
Nancy and Ken Kranzberg
Rex and Jeanne Sinquefield
David and Thelma Steward

$10,000-$24,999
Kevin and Tami Jo Alm
Sandy Blasingame
Christopher and Molly Danforth
James Florczak and Nancy Ellen
     Friedland
Barbara and David Gifford
Carol and Ward Klein
Richard and Mary Ann Shaw
Dr. Thomas and Cynthia Siler
Michael Staenberg
Jim and Mindy Watson

$5,000-$9,999
Mark and Ramsey Botterman
Gail and Brad Childs
Ryan C. Easley
Keith Grady
Julie and David Hohman
David and Gayle Lazaroff
Jeff and Julie Lazaroff
Madt and P.J. Mallinckrodt
Joan H. and Mitchell Markow, Two
     Sister’s Foundation
Richard H. and Patricia Marriott
Dr. Juri McDowell and Dr. Kamal 
     Gursahani
Noémi Neidorff
Mary and Ward Patterson III
Dennis Petersen
Judy and Jerry Potthoff
Mark Stuart-Smith and Andrew 
     Jorgensen
Mary Pillsbury Wainwright and Donald 
     Wainwright
Cheryl D. Walker

$2,500-$4,999
Anonymous
Anne Bannister
Christy Beckmann

Rob J. Endicott
David and Melissa Giuntoli
Jerry and Denise Grant
Cathy and Jim Guyol
Mark Halton and Toni Kutchan
Tracee and Robert Holmes
Myles and Elaine Kelly
Richard and Stacey Liekweg
Barbara and Arthur McDonnell
Jonathan L. Miller
Jack and Susan Musgrave
Nina A. Needleman
Serena Proctor
Michael and Chris Scavotto
Peggy W. Symes
Thomas Vandiver and Carolyn 
Haimann
John and Cynthia Wallach
Robert and Stephanie Will
Michael and Christina Williams

$1,000-$2,499
Alan & Jeannette Tzedakah Fund
Anonymous
Tony Bardol
Marion B. Black
Mitch and Kathy Botney
Ashley René Casey and Brian 
Swartzbaugh
Maxine Clark and Bob Fox’s Fund at 
     the St. Louis Community 
     Foundation
Nancy and Joseph deBettencourt
Amy Drummond and Bill Carson
John and Mary Anne Dutemple
Michael and Gayle Eastman
Jodi and Mike Edwards
Robert and Rosemary Emnett
Barbara Enneking and Henry Puch
Dale and Sharon Fiehler
Andrew Gieselman and Wendy Walsh
Edward R. and Carolyn Goedeke
Robert and Susan Goldstein
Kathleen Goodman 
Michael Harper
James M. and Mary Beth Havel
Abagale and Richard Hearn III

Mark and Peggy Holly
Suzanne D. Hooker
Robert and Susan Jones
Jean Kennedy and Darrel Miller
Neil and Pam Lazaroff
David and Anna Leavey
Karen and Mont Levy
Christine Mackey-Ross and Jim Ross
Michael and Corinne Manchisi
John McHugh and Becky Brown
William Meyer
William and Barbara Morgenthaler
Rudy Nickens
Peter Noonan
Dr. Aaron Omotola & Nekisha 
Williams Omotola
Peter and Sarah Palermo
Adrienne Warren Patton
Kristen Peterson
Maurice and Catherine Quiroga
Zach and Brooke Ray
Andrew and Lisa Remack
Paul Reuter and Janet Brown
Peggy Ritter
James and Mary Roberts
Beth and Jay Rogers
Tom and Melissa Ruwitch
Molly and Kenny Salky
Steve and Janice Seele
Phil and Suzanne Skelly
Laura Slay
Dr.* and Mrs. Kenneth Smith, Jr.
Mary Strauss
George and Carol Sullivan
James P. Tobin and Virginia E. 
     Heagney
Susan Tulis and Frank Houdek
Drs. John Vandover and Preeti
     Dalawari
Franklin F. Wallis
Phyllis Weber
Kevin and Loren Wilson
Richard and Kathryn Winter
Rhae Yancey and Michael Felton
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$500-$999
Yemi Akande-Bartsch and Bill Bartsch
David and Melanie Alpers
Florencia and Stephen Baxter
Cenia and Dwight Bosman
Mark Braun
Elsbeth Brugger and Gretchen Vander
     Meulen
Nicholas and Maria Clifford
Ann M. Corrigan
John D. and Barbara Doyle
Edward and Maggie Eisenhart
Melissa and Joel Fuoss
Dr. Aurelia and Jeff Hartenberger
Philip Heagney and Barbara Prosser
Michael Herron
Susan Hutchinson
Tamara Keefe
Barry Kessler
Randy and Cheryl Kilper
Stefanie and David Kirkland
Eugene Kornblum
McPheeters & Rickard Family Fund
Lisa Melandri and Jordan Gaunce
Jason and Tara Morgan
Cynthia A. Prost
Jane and Bruce Robert
Lisa Roberts
Melvin Tann
Amanda Truemper
Ted Wight
Peter Wollenberg

$250-$499
Patrick and Crystal Allen Dallas
Mary Lou Anderson
Charles Andrus MD
Arnstein Family Donor Advised Fund 
at YouthBridge Community 
     Foundation
Jim and Sally Boggeman
Dwayne Bosman
Sarah and Jason Brauer
Buff Buffkin and Donn Kleinschmidt
Tom and Tabor Burke
Gerard and Suzanne Carmody
Ellen Carnaghan
Lewis and Jean Chase
Elliott and Mary Chubb
Robert and Janice Dawson
Karen and Dan Disabato
Janie and Zach Foster
Richard and Arnetta Giles
Allie Gordon
Charles and Christine Hanford
Anne Hetlage
Jane and Don Koster
Linda LaFerriere
David Landau and Marybeth Pereira
Alan and Kim Lawyer

Scott and Linda Malin
Adam Maness
Laura and Brian Matlock
Dominique and Elvin McLin
Mr. and Mrs. John S. Meyer, Jr.
Renee and Bruce Michelson
Paul and Laura Miller
James and Elaine Miller
Tom and Cindy Mitchell
Wendy Olk
Marianne and Maury Pepper
Dr. Irina and Michael Podolsky
Christopher Pulliam and Teresa 
     Militello
Frank Riddick
Tom and Kathy Ryan
Charles Shoup
Peggy and Roger Steinbecker
Jim and Anne von der Heydt
Dara and Bill Voss
Michael Vredenburgh and Rebecca 
     Rubin-Schlansky
Byron Webb
Scott Woodbury and Abigail Lambert
Don and Janet Zachritz
Alex Zaks

$150-$249
Alastair Anderson
Anonymous
Don and Nina Ardolino
Robert Beller and Nancy Farr
Mary Ellen Benson
Brian Bergfeld and Ritika
     Chand-Bergfeld
John Berkery
Ross and Christine Brewer
Stephen and Lisbeth Brown
Marty and Marianne Cavanaugh
Mr. and Mrs. William J. Eckert
Joann Eng-Hellinger and Daniel 
     Hellinger
Sara Epstein
David and Susan Everson
Gary and Christy Fox
Catherine and Robert Gresick
Michael and Stephanie 
Gummersheimer
Susan Hanifl
Hal and Mary Harris
Adele Heagney and Michael Woolard
Terry and Linda Hoffman
Martha Garcia Kampen
Luke Lamb
Charles and Rosalyn Lowenhaupt
Laura and David Margolis
Ray Marklin 
John E. Martin
Maurice and Marie Noellsch
Marion and David Norris
John O’Brien

Alyssa Przygoda
William Shearburn
Hugh and Linda Smith
Meg and Bart Solon
Laura Stuetzer
Nancy Symeonoglou
Ted and Sissy Thomas
Dreanna and John J. Vallina
Margaret A. Wayne and Thomas Sehr
Carl White
George C. Yeh

$100-$149
Alice D. Abrams
Jeff Antrainer
C. Kent Argenta
Rob and Jane Bielenberg
Richard Blaha
John and Mary Ellen Boedeker
Patricia and Dwayne Bosman
Drs. Derek and Meredith Byers
Patrick Cleary
Gary and Grace C. Corbin
Joseph E. Corrigan
Pam Cutshall
Harold and Monique Davies
Donna Eckberg and Bill Schaffer
Cathleen Fleck
Eric Friedman and Miriam Wilhelm
Carlene Fullerton
Barbara Gervais
Mark Gordon
Ann Gorman
David Hanlon and Lucia Miller
Dennis B. and Denise M. Hunter
Kyna Iman
Jim Jordan
Ann and Ron Krone
Daniel and Gloria Kweskin
Hannah and Lawrence Langsam
Peter LeBlanc, Jr.
Andrew Leckie
Leslee and Lewis Levey
Dan and Susan Luedke
Anna Moll and Joseph Vegyelek
June C. Mueller
Judith and Gerard Murphy
Jane and Frank Ollendorff
Mr. and Mrs. August F. Ottinger
Brad Pierce
Susan Plassmeyer
Dennis and Laura Rainey
Frank and Bette Ruffino
Rick and Francie Schmitz
Judith Shaw
Rev. Susan C. Skinner
Roy Sorbet
Donna Spence and Arthur Gibert
Raymond and Daria Stranghoener
Richard and Patricia Walters
Michael Wolff 10



DONORS
WITH GRATEFUL APPRECIATION WE THANK OUR 
2023-2024 INSTITUTIONAL DONORS
JULY 1, 2023 - JUNE 30, 2024

$50,000+
The Bellwether Foundation
Edward Jones
Engelhardt Family Foundation
Missouri Arts Council
Regional Arts Commission
Steward Family Foundation
The Whitaker Foundation

$25,000-$49,999
Arthur and Helen Baer Charitable Foundation
Dana Brown Charitable Trust
Emerson
Margaret Blanke Grigg Foundation
Mary Ranken Jordan and Ettie A. Jordan
     Charitable Foundation

$15,000-$24,999
Boeing Employees’ Community Fund
Paradowski Creative
PNC Bank
Taylor Family Foundation

$10,000-$14,999
Caleres
William T. Kemper Foundation
Krausse - Papendick Fund of the St. Louis
     Community Foundation
Midwest BankCentre
RubinBrown
The Saigh Foundation
The Staenberg Group
UMB Bank

$5,000-$9,999
BSI Constructors
Cardinals Care
The Daniel and Henry Co.
Fox Performing Arts Charitable Foundation
Incarnate Word Foundation
JPL Development
Kennelwood Pet Resorts
Thomas A. Kooyumjian Family Foundation
Lewis Rice
Missouri Humanities Council
Moneta
Northern Trust Bank
Les Paul Foundation
St. Louis University

$2,500-$4,999
Creative Planning
Fox Associates
Frederick Pitzman Fund
Russo’s Gourmet Catering
Trivers Associates

$1,000-$2,499
Advertisers Printing Company, Inc.
Ameren
Butler’s Pantry
Fischer-Bauer-Knirps Foundation
The Harlan Company
William A. Kerr Foundation
Orlando’s Catering
The Social Affair
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